
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights, Cotefield and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 1st August– 9th Sunday after Trinity 

The crowds who came searching for Jesus in today’s 
Gospel reading brought with them a confused set of 
questions and desires. They wanted to find out more 
about God; they wanted to see signs of God’s 
presence among them; they wanted help in 
understanding the relationship between Jesus’ 
teaching and the teaching they had grown up with. 
Jesus was surprisingly gentle with them. He knew he 
was making headway in his ministry when the people 
began asking him questions about their lives and how 
the way they lived related to his teaching. Jesus came 
to his followers according to their need. Jesus knew 
them well and recognised their motives but did not 
judge them accordingly. Instead he offered them a new 
vision of life and its expectations, a new vision of God. 
They had originally followed him because they were 
physically hungry. Now they were ready for something 
beyond the physical. He offered himself as their 
salvation, which he spoke of in terms they would 
understand. Their new hunger could only be met by a 
new bread. Jesus would be this bread. With him as 
their bread, he would not only satisfy their temporary 
needs but would fill them with a new life. When the 
people recognised their needs, Jesus was ready to 
satisfy them and bring them into a deeper relationship 
with God through himself. We too must try to 
understand where our own lives are impoverished: to 
look at ourselves honestly in order to discover our 
weaknesses and strengths so that we know what to 
pray for in order to become more perfect before God. 
We are already strengthened and blessed by our 
baptism, so we are partly prepared. We may have gifts 
which are underused; ideals as yet unfulfilled; longings 
for life to be different, a desire to change ourselves and 
the world more in keeping with God’s will. When we 
experience these feelings we are beginning to grow in 
maturity. We see that we can change and we reach for 
a greater wholeness in our lives. This is the moment for 
us to ask: “Jesus, what must we do, to be doing the 
works of God?” Being aware that we need to be told 
will open our eyes and ears and hearts to the answers. 
But an earnest desire to grow and to change for God’s 
purposes will give us a clearer vision of Christ and his 
teaching. He will feed us with the manna from heaven 
that we need.  

Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church 
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom                       
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links.  
Morning prayer in church at 8.30am on Thursday and 
Friday. Evening Prayer in church at 5pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
Although government restrictions have been lifted the 
PCC have agreed that this Church will continue to 
follow our current practices until the 7th August when 
Sarah has returned from her holiday.  
Coming soon: 
8th August 6pm Mothers’ Union service 
 
Full details of our services can be found on our 
website www.bodicotechurch.org and our Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
This week we pray for those living and working on 
Fairing Road and Yeoman Close 
 
Summer celebration Sunday 22nd August 2-4pm 
at Longford Park Community Centre.Please put the 
date in your diary. We are now looking for donations 
of suitable items for both the adult’s and children’s 
tombolas, together with small packs of sweets, 
chocolates etc suitable as prizes for children’s 
games. All items must be new. There will be a box in 
church where you can leave any donations. Thank 
you for your support.More details to follow next week. 
 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Anyone requiring the services of the foodbank 
should contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 
10-4 Mon-Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk  
 
If you live outside of the parish, please pick up a copy 
of the new parish magazine from the back of church. 
 
 
 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Curate: Rev’d Nick Fielden 01295 574650 / curate.bodicotechurch@gmail.com  
Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 
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