
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights, Cotefield and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 18th July – 7th Sunday after Trinity 

Today’s Gospel reading illustrates that Christianity 
demands practice as well as theory. The apostles, 
returning from their mission, report “all that they had done 
and taught”. Their mission of teaching and healing mirrors 
that of Jesus himself. Here Jesus teaches the crowd 
many things and heals their sick friends and relatives. In 
the verses omitted from today’s reading, Jesus feeds the 
five thousand: another very practical outworking of his 
compassion for “sheep without a shepherd”. The image of 
Jesus as Good Shepherd, occurring throughout the New 
Testament, continues an Old Testament theme depicting 
God in these terms. Just as Jesus entrusts this task to his 
followers, to share in his own role as shepherd of the 
people, so in the Old Testament the leaders of Israel are 
described as shepherds. It is no accident that both Moses 
and David actually were shepherds. Shepherds need to 
be with their sheep, to protect them from harm and lead 
them in the right direction. Jesus, God with us, lived with 
his flock. He did not preach the kingdom of God during the 
day and retreat to a heavenly palace at night. He did not 
set up a permanent pulpit in temple or synagogue, or 
restrict his teaching ministry to the sabbath, but combined 
his teaching with practical demonstration of it, out in the 
everyday world. Like a good shepherd he was prepared to 
risk his life for his sheep, and in the Eucharist especially 
we recall how he sacrificed himself to save us from the sin 
that preys on us. Jesus practised what he preached, and 
he sent his followers to do likewise.  Like the first 
disciples, we are sent to continue Jesus’ mission in the 
world: a mission that involves theory and practice, faith 
and works, evangelism and pastoral care. These 
elements of Christianity must not be separated if we are to 
remain faithful to the example Jesus himself set us. The 
very word “pastoral” comes from the word for a shepherd, 
and it is often used to distinguish practical Christian 
ministry, the service of others, from what is seen as a 
higher calling: evangelism. If we remember that the Good 
Shepherd himself combined teaching and doing, we will 
not fall into that trap. We can carry our faith out into the 
world, in ways that are best suited to our own gifts and 
situations. Some are ambitious community projects, 
others are much simpler: visiting, helping and praying for 
others. Whatever form it takes, practical support of others, 
when carried out in the name of Jesus Christ, is effective 
evangelism. Sunday Christianity, unaccompanied by 
compassion in action, is no better than the ranting of the 
armchair expert. 

 

This week we pray for those living and working on 
Cotefield Drive and Blossomfield Road. 
 
Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church. 6pm World Day of Prayer 
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom                       
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links.  
Morning prayer in church at 8.30am on Thursday and 
Friday. Evening Prayer in church at 5pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
Although government restrictions are due to be lifted 
tomorrow the PCC have agreed that this Church will 
continue to follow our current practices until the 
7th August when Sarah has returned from her holiday.  
Full details of our services can be found at: 
www.bodicotechurch.org and our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
Sarah’s swim has now raised an amazing £4,435. 
Thank you to all who supported this endeavour. 
 
Summer celebration Sunday 22nd August 2-4pm 
at Longford Park Community Centre.Please put the 
date in your diary. We are now looking for donations 
of suitable items for both the adult’s and children’s 
tombolas, together with small packs of sweets, 
chocolates etc suitable as prizes for children’s 
games. All items must be new. There will be a box in 
church where you can leave any donations. Thank 
you for your support.More details to follow. 
 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Anyone requiring the services of the foodbank 
should contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 
10-4 Mon-Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk  
 
Car Park closed Just a reminder the car park 
remains closed – please park with consideration for 
our neighbours. 
 
 

 

 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Curate: Rev’d Nick Fielden 01295 574650 / curate.bodicotechurch@gmail.com  
Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 
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