
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 6th JUNE – 1st Sunday after Trinity 

After the “divided tongues” of Pentecost, this week we 
are back with serpents as we know them best — the 
baddies. In this, the first of three “curses”, a single 
serpent is condemned, and transmits that 
condemnation to its entire species, thereby providing a 
blueprint for the mechanism of “original sin”. Here 
begins an eternal warfare between snakes and people. 
We are accustomed to thinking that three Christian 
virtues are enduring: faith, hope, and love. But the 
Gospel for today touches on a darker kind of eternity: 
the “eternal sin” that is against the Holy Spirit. What 
agonies of scrupulosity this must have evoked over the 
years! And with good reason. Christianity is built on 
forgiveness — the kind of forgiveness that the psalmist 
celebrates with confidence. If that is withheld from us, 
we are lost in terrifying territory. Jesus’s comment is 
triggered by people saying that he had an unclean 
spirit. His reaction suggests that he was aware that 
they knew he was in his right mind, but that they were 
unwilling to accept the consequences of that 
knowledge; so they took refuge in lies. Human beings 
have the terrifying freedom to reject our Maker and 
refuse to hear his voice and respond to him. This is not 
a matter of external observances (reading the Bible, 
church attendance, saying prayers): it is about the 
command to confess that God is, with all that flows 
from that confession. It is no sin to be ignorant of that, 
or to refuse it on the basis of a misunderstanding of 
what God is. But truly to know and still refuse? That 
really is Unforgivable. The stories in Genesis and the 
Gospel are both about beginnings: the beginning of 
humankind, and the beginning of a ministry. In 2 
Corinthians 4-5, we are carried to the other end of the 
human story, to our ultimate end. Verse 16 could be 
expressed as “the person that we are externally is 
crumbling, but the person that we are within is being 
renewed.” Our inner renewal is not visible to most 
people. God can always see it; we can sometimes feel 
it; occasionally, those closest to us intuit it, too. There is 
temporary, changeable us; and there is eternal us in 
newness of life. Eternal glory and an eternal home are 
our birthright — just so long as we don’t doom 
ourselves to lose them. 

This week we pray for those living and working on 
Songthrush Road, Swift Drive and Little Owl. 
 

Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church.  
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom 
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links. 
Full details of our services can be found on our 
website www.bodicotechurch.org and our Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
Church online. The diocesan church at home 
services have now finished, but the Church of 
England will still be streaming its weekly services. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/church-online/weekly-online-services 
 
Sarah’s sponsored swim – 1st July 
Sarah is looking for gym members who could spare 
an hour or two on the day to count laps. 
 
Sarah will be attempting to swim the equivalent of the 
width of the Sea of Galilee (13.5km), which equates 
to 650 lengths of the Bannatyne’s pool. Please 
consider sponsoring her. 75% of the money will go 
towards a much needed upgrade of our sound 
system and the remaining 25% to Friends of Bishop 
Loveday School to be used to provide additional 
outdoor equipment. Sponsor forms are available in 
church and via our website. Thank you to all who 
have already sponsored her! 
 
We say goodbye to Sue Wightman our organist as 
she moves back to pastures old with grateful thanks 
for her enthusiasm and support of the choir. If anyone 
knows somebody who might like to play for our 
Sunday morning services, we would love to hear from 
them. 

 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Anyone requiring the services of the foodbank 
should contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 
10-4 Mon-Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk  

 

 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 
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