
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights, Cotefield and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 27th JUNE – 4th Sunday after Trinity 

Jairus, a leader of the synagogue was desperate. His 
young daughter was seriously ill, and he was at the last 
resort stage. He had nowhere else to turn, so he 
approached Jesus and asked for his help. And Jesus 
willingly responded. But no sooner had he set out on his 
way than he saw or felt a woman touch the fringe of his 
cloak. Apparently with no further thought for the dying 
child or the distraught father or the urgency of the 
situation, Jesus stopped. He stopped for a woman who 
was an outcast, who had been haemorrhaging for 12 
years. This would have made her ritually unclean, not 
allowed in the synagogue and not allowed to take part in 
normal society. Anyone they touched during that time 
became unclean too. This poor woman had been unclean 
for such a long time that she was completely outside 
society and was breaking the law by being in the crowd. 

This is the person for whom Jesus stopped. This is the 
person whose needs he put above the needs of the ruler 
of the synagogue. You can almost imagine the intake of 
breath of the crowd as Jesus stopped to acknowledge and 
speak to this woman. Yet to his credit, the ruler of the 
synagogue takes no offence. Despite the fact that his 
daughter is dying and that he's beside himself with 
anxiety, he waits patiently for Jesus and makes no 
complaints at all. And his humility and patience and faith 
are well placed, for Jesus is able to restore his daughter 
to life. 

Perhaps one of the problems with Christianity today is that 
it has almost become synonymous with the conventional. 
Some branches of Christianity treat tradition as so sacred 
that it may never be changed. And other branches of 
Christianity allow only a medieval interpretation of the 
Bible, refusing to consider any new insights which might 
be more relevant to our modern age. 

But Jesus was often unexpected, and God is often 
unpredictable. The conventional may sometimes be a 
barrier keeping God out. If we can never see beyond the 
conventional, we may miss God altogether. And then we 
shall not only miss the unexpected pleasures and delights 
which God has in store for us, but we may also miss his 
call to us and his healing power restoring us to life.  

  
Church online. The diocesan church at home 
services have now finished, but the Church of 
England will still be streaming its weekly services. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/church-online/weekly-online-services 
 

Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion, 6pm Patronal festival service in church. 
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom 
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links.  
Full details of our services can be found on our 
website www.bodicotechurch.org and our Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
This week we pray for those living and working on 
Foxtail Crescent, Yarrow Road and Field View. 
 
And, also for our new curate, Nick Fielden, and his 
wife, Vikki, as they prepare to officially join us next 
week and for his ordination as deacon on Saturday. 
Nick’s first Sunday with us is the 4th when, if the 
weather allows, we will have a welcome drink outside 
after the 9.45am service for those who wish to stay. 
 
Churchyard working party this coming Saturday 
from 9am – please bring suitable tools. 
 
Car park closure from Monday 5th July for 3 weeks, 
due to the re-surfacing work which is so badly 
needed. Please park considerately when coming to 
church. 
 
Sarah’s sponsored swim – this Thursday! 
We wish Sarah well with her swimming challenge this 
week. There is still time to sponsor her if you haven’t 
already done so! 
 
Recycling for Charity You will see there is a new, 
rather large, box in church as we are now able to 
accept more items for recycling – details on the box. 

 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Anyone requiring the services of the foodbank 
should contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 
10-4 Mon-Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk  
 

 

 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/church-online/weekly-online-services
http://www.bodicotechurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch
mailto:advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk
mailto:s550sharp@outlook.com

