
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 30th May – Trinity Sunday 

 
Nicodemus could not understand how anyone could 
be born twice. He seems to have missed the very 
truth he lived within. If his mother was Jewish at his 
birth, he was both her son and a son of Israel and 
thereby of the God of Israel. Nicodemus already has 
this double birth, but Jesus wants to open it wider. 
It’s a question of belonging: who is in this family and 
who is outside? Can anyone belong? The readings 
of the last few weeks are all about this and it is a 
struggle in the Bible, as it is for us. This conversation 
in the Gospel is what allows those of us who 
wouldn’t fit the previous pattern to be included, and 
that inclusion is wide because God is generous in 
affection. Our mothers may not be Jewish, yet we 
belong. We are not all male, yet we belong. 
Whatever the colour of our skin, orientation, 
intelligence, wealth or righteousness, we still belong. 
It has taken the man from Nazareth, the one who 
taught and healed, loved and preached, died and 
rose again, for us to know that inclusion. Sometimes 
the Church forgets and has to repent. Sometimes 
the Church refuses repentance and is lost for a time, 
until God finds her and brings her home. 
 

In November last year, the Church of England 
published a landmark set of resources to aid 
discernment and decision-making on questions of 
identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. Living 
in Love and Faith is the most extensive research into 
this area by any church, and it’s designed to enable 
a period of church-wide learning and engagement to 
take place during 2021, after which there will be 
recommendations made for the future life and 
mission of the Church. 

The resources draw together the bible, theology, 
science and history with powerful real-life stories 
designed to help every Christian explore questions 
of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. I 
hope that there will be an opportunity to engage with 
this locally. If you wish to find out more please go to 
Living in Love and Faith (churchofengland.org)   

 

This week we pray for those living and working on 
Hobby Road and Chaffinch Way. 
 
Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church.  
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom 
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links. 
Full details of our services can be found on our 
website www.bodicotechurch.org and our Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
Church online. The diocesan church at home 
services have now finished, but the Church of 
England will still be streaming its weekly services. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/church-online/weekly-online-services 
 
Churchyard working party will take place on 
Saturday 5th June from 9am. Please bring along 
suitable tools. 
 
Sarah’s sponsored swim On 1st July, Sarah will be 
attempting to swim the equivalent of the width of the 
Sea of Galilee (8.5 miles), which equates to 650 
lengths of the Bannatyne’s pool. Please consider 
sponsoring her. 75% of the money will go towards 
upgrading the sound system and the remaining 25% 
to Friends of Bishop Loveday School to be used to 
provide additional outdoor equipment. 
She is also looking for gym members who could 
spare an hour or two on the day to count laps. 
 
Christian Aid collection raised £919, plus £116 in 
Gift Aid This includes both online and offline 
donations. Thank you to all who supported the 
appeal. 
 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Anyone requiring the services of the foodbank 
should contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 
10-4 Mon-Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk  

 

 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 
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