
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 23rd May – Pentecost Sunday 

Depending on the bible translation the Holy Spirit can 
be described as a Comforter, Helper, Friend or, in the 
NRSV translation of our gospel reading this morning, 
Advocate. Preparing for my sermon this Sunday I came 
across an analogy I haven’t yet found in the bible, that 
of a football referee. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus 
is preparing his first eleven and the rest of the squad, 
for the game of their lives. Although Jesus has trained 
and coached them for the important fixture that lies 
ahead, although he has encouraged their talents and 
their dedication, he will not be with them on the pitch. 
His job is almost done. But he promises to send them a 
referee who will help them interpret what he has been 
teaching them, in any situation in which they might find 
themselves. Jesus is returning to the Father, but he will 
send the Spirit of truth to guide his followers. Referees 
are not always popular. Players do not always agree 
with their decisions. For the Spirit is not always a 
comfortable companion. She comes to jolt us out of our 
complacency, to challenge the world, to search our 
hearts. Most of all, she comes to point us once more to 
Jesus, to glorify him and remind us of his teaching.  
The Spirit is still moving in the Church today as the 
Gospel is interpreted for a third millennium. We are 
faced with many new situations, undreamed of in first-
century Palestine: economic, social and ethical. There 
are dilemmas today for which no easy answers can be 
found in our study of scripture. We all know of 
arguments in which the Bible is cited by both sides, 
with equal conviction. We need continually to ask for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our worship, in church 
meetings and in our daily lives. We need to cast aside 
our prejudices and presuppositions and listen to the 
Spirit of truth, who reminds us of the teachings of Jesus 
and encourages us to apply them. Like the referee 
interpreting the rules of the game in specific situations, 
the Spirit will show us how those commandments of 
Jesus can be applied: love God with all your heart and 
love your neighbour as yourself. A good referee allows 
a game to flow, stepping in only when there is conflict, 
and reminding players of the rules. In that way, she 
encourages them to use to the full the skills their coach 
has taught them, which in turn brings credit to the 
coach. If we listen to the Spirit, we can bring credit to 
our Teacher. We can testify on Jesus’ behalf, and play 
the game he would want us to play.  

This week we pray for those living and working on 
Stonechat Road, Robin Way and Wren Crescent. 
 
Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church.  
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Worship on Zoom 
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links 
 
Pentecost Praise special service at 6pm this evening 
in church.  
We will be resuming monthly evening services 
through the summer – details can be found on our 
website: www.bodicotechurch.org 
 
Church at Home The final Church at Home service 
can be found at www.oxford.anglican.org or you can 
dial in to the service by telephone 01865 920930.  
 
Pause for Prayer You are invited to the church at 
12noon on Friday 28th May for 30 minutes of prayer 
for our community, our country and the world. As we 
will have just celebrated Pentecost, our prayers will 
be for the Spirit of God to be known around the world. 
 

Christian Aid Week Thank you to all who contributed 
to Christian Aid. We would ask for any final donations 
to reach us by the end of  this week and the link to 
donate online is: 
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/stjohnth
ebaptistbodicote?channel=copy  
 
Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food 
through the collection boxes at the vicarage and in 
church. Or drop donations into the collection points in 
our local supermarkets. Anyone requiring the services 
of the foodbank should contact Citizen’s Advice on 
0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-Fri or 
advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
 
Next fundraiser: keep an eye out for details of our 
next fundraising activity – our vicar has risen to the 
challenge set by Paul last year. after completing his 
#1,000MilesforMay! 

 

 

www.bodicotechurch.org    facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/  

 

The Reverend Sarah Sharp, The Vicarage, 2 The Rydes, Bodicote, Banbury. OX15 4EJ 
01295 250282 / s550sharp@outlook.com 

Administrator: office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com 
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