
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 
 

SUNDAY 11th April – Second Sunday of Easter 

It sounds so wonderful, doesn’t it? The early 
Christian community, living in harmony, sharing all 
their possessions, making sure there is no one in 
need, worshipping God together in the light of the 
resurrection of Christ. It sounds so wonderful that 
many Christian groups have tried to replicate it 
since, mostly with about the enduring level of 
success that the early Church managed. We know 
from St Paul’s letters how quickly things got 
complicated, how soon there were complaints and 
disagreements. Some were seen to be getting more 
money or food, or being let off certain regulations. 
Fingers were pointed, harsh words were said, and 
leaders were written to. Once the first enthusiasm of 
the new faith began to wear off, practicality 
necessarily reasserted itself. Rules were written, 
hierarchies established, and officers appointed. And 
here we are, at our point in the history of a Christian 
Church that has not always distinguished itself in the 
areas of kindness, equality and care for the weakest. 
But the Church is here. It is here because of who 
God is, and because of who we are. Human beings 
are not designed to live together in complete 
equality. We owe our very survival to being 
competitive. We are creative and can see better 
ways of doing things. That energy, of 
competitiveness and creativity, has spread the 
Gospel throughout the world. So let us be kind, to 
ourselves as well as to others, and know our 
limitations, so readily forgiven by God. 
 
Forgive us, Lord, when we fail to live in harmony with 
others. Forgive our greed, our self-righteousness 
and our unkindness. Help us to be the best we can 
be and to rejoice in your power to remake us in your 
image. Amen. 
 

This week we pray for those who live and work on 
Hazeldene Gardens and Marten Gate 
 

God of our lives  
we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip,  
for his love of our country 
and for his devotion to duty.  
We entrust him now to your love and mercy  
through our Redeemer Jesus Christ, Amen 

Services: 
Sunday: 8am Holy communion and 9.45am Parish 
Communion in church.  
Wednesday 9.30am  Morning Worship on Zoom 
Monday 8.30am morning prayer and Friday 4pm 
evening prayer on Zoom. Please ask for links 
 

Church at Home continues on line at 
www.oxford.anglican.org or you can dial in to the 
service by telephone 01865 920930. 
 

Our online auction is now in full swing. Over 150 
items have been listed and bidding is going well. It's 
not too late to join in the fun! Bidding ends at 7pm on 
Wednesday 21st April. Please ask for a list of lots and 
further details or photographs of any of the items you 
are interested in. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/255936438824026 
Offline bidding via our website 
office.bodicotechurch@gmail.com. 
 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take 
place after the 9.45am service on Sunday 25th April. 
At this meeting we elect the church wardens and 
PCC. Please do consider offering to serve. 
 

At this year’s APCM we will be asking the question: How 
do we move forward? We are aware that times are 
uncertain and it is impossible to know what we may or 
may not be allowed to do, but the pandemic has given 
us a unique opportunity to re-think. What, if anything, do 
we want to re-start? What new things have we learnt 
that we would like to continue? What new opportunities 
can we grasp. If you feel you have any insights to offer 
please share them with me. We can now meet in person 
or speak over the phone or pop your thoughts in an 
email.  Ideally offer to join the PCC and help us to put 
them into practice. The PCC will be looking at a plan to  
move us through the year and into next year. And 
something which you can all do – please pray for 
wisdom and courage to be the best Church we can be 
to serve our community. 
 

Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food through 
the collection boxes at the vicarage and in church. 
Those requiring the services of the foodbank should 
contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-
Fri or advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
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