
Bell Ringers: The bell ringers have been unable to ring a full round since the first lockdown. 
They have taken every opportunity to ring what has been allowed when Covid restrictions 
have permitted including Christmas and Easter. The Tower Captain also tolled as requested 
for the death of the Duke of Edinburgh.  
The bell ringers continue to meet socially over Zoom and look forward to ringing again as soon 
as lockdown restrictions are lifted.  
 

Bishop Loveday School and Governance: Sarah Sharp 

Bishop Loveday School is part of the Warriner MAT. This year the role of the two assistant 

heads was replaced by a deputy head. One member of staff retired at Easter 2020 and one 

moved onto another school in September 2020. Two NQT were appointed and began work in 

September 2020.  

In accordance with all government requirements the school has been shut for the majority of 

pupils for a large part of this year. The staff have worked incredibly hard to support key worker 

children in school and children learning from home with on line lessons and printed packs for 

those unable to access the web. There has inevitably been increases in families in hardship 

and the school works with the relevant agencies to support these families. All Staff have 

worked tirelessly for the benefit of the children and the church showed its appreciation with 

specially commissioned sanitizer pens at Christmas and chocolate and biscuits throughout the 

year.  

When the whole school has been in Sarah has taken weekly assemblies in Early Years and 

led year group Harvest, Christmas and Easter Assemblies in the hall as the whole school is 

still unable to meet together. Sarah has also supported RE classes. 

The governing body consists of the headteacher, staff member, 3 parent governors and 7 

foundation governors. This year our foundation governors have been Sarah Sharp, Rob 

Douglas, Toby Holland, Ali Bell and Sue Standley. We have been running with two foundation 

governor vacancies after the resignation of Louise Sansom. The curate will take one of them. 

Rob Douglas is chair of governors and with the vicar formed part of the application process for 

appointing a new head of school to start in September. Jane will continue to work part time for 

the MAT and as executive head of Bishop Loveday for one day a week.  

 

The Choir: Sarah Sharp 
The choir have been unable to meet since the first lockdown. Singing has been restricted in 
churches and we have had no live singing in church after the first lockdown. The members of 
the choir have continued to support and attend church. 
 
Church Grounds: Lionel Smith  

A small but enthusiastic group of volunteers continue to keep our church grounds in good 

order.  As well as the group who meet on a Saturday morning once a month under the 

leadership of Tony Jarrett a number of other individuals can often be seen doing their bit.  

 
Church House:  Nick Hart 
Despite Covid 19, between various lockdowns Church House has seen some activity through 
the year. Consequently, day to day running costs only slightly exceeded booking income. 
 
A major drainage project was also completed , and the car park is now ready for renovation, 
hopefully starting around Easter 2021. 
 
Churchwarden’s Report 2020 – Claire Roberts. 
2020 has proved to be a year of many changes and great challenges not only for the church 

but also the wider community. The annual APCM had been planned for 28th April but as the 

Nationwide Lockdown began on 23rd March and the Church was closed until 15th June, the 

APCM was deferred until 14th October.  The annual Archdeacon’s Visitation for the swearing in 

of Church Wardens was also cancelled. The diocese agreed that this year the local ministers 

would be able to carry out the investiture of their Churchwardens and in our church this took 



place in the 9.45am service on 18th October. Ann had stood down as Churchwarden at the end 

of last year but unfortunately no-one stepped forward and take over the role from her.  So I 

was the only Churchwarden licensed for 2020.   I continued to support Sarah and the Ministry 

team and also as a member of the church Fabric and Finance Committee and the PCC.  

On 2nd of August public worship re-started in Church, initially with the 9.45am Service. All the 

correct steps were taken to ensure that we conformed to the necessary Covid 19 precautions 

for safe worship in Church. 

Lockdown has proved a valuable time to carry out some major work that needed doing on the 

drains in Church House and it is hoped that work on the resurfacing of the Car Park at Church 

House will be completed this year.   

I wish to thank everyone in the Church family for their support and hard work and look forward, 

with hope, to a better 2021 for us all.  

 
Deddington Deanery Synod Report 2021: Lynne Philpot 
Elections for Deanery Synod representatives were held at parish APCMs in 2020 and the new 
representatives were invited to attend the November Synod as visitors prior to taking up their 
posts in 2021.  Due to our slightly reduced Electoral Roll we are eligible for three reps in the 
next triennium (there were formerly four) and these are Tricia Campbell, Liz Smith and Lynne 
Philpot (who is the Deanery Lay Chair). Veronica Warner had already decided to stand down 
at this election.  The Rev’d Sarah Sharp is the Area Dean and Hilary Campbell (Shires Edge) 
and Annie Goldthorp (Deddington) are Associate Area Deans.  Mr Christopher Hurst, from 
Epwell, is the Deanery Treasurer. 
 
The pandemic affected Synod’s ability to hold face-to-face meetings this year but a reduced 
programme was achieved via Zoom.  It was regrettably decided to cancel this year’s keynote 
speaker - Adrian Harris, the Head of Digital at the Church of England - but he kindly offered to 
present a webinar on the use of technology (A Church Near You; Facebook; websites and 
Instagram).  An invitation was extended to other deaneries within the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry and over thirty people engaged with this on 21st September. 
 
On the 25th November the second meeting of the year invited representatives from the 
Chaplaincy for Banbury to talk about their work. 
 
Many benefices in the Deanery had struggled to pay their Parish Share due to all elements 
related to the pandemic, including church closures and lack of fundraising.  Consequently, the 
Deanery paid 84% of its parish share in 2020.  Taking this into account the Diocese had 
accordingly decided not to increase each Deanery’s share allocation for 2021 and the 
Standing Committee of the Synod had agreed not to change each benefice’s allocation from 
that set in 2020.  This course of action was approved at the November Synod. 
 
I am pleased to report that Bodicote did manage to pay our full parish share, which is a 
fantastic achievement. 
 
The Deanery received a grant of £2,500 from the Diocesan Development Fund in 2020 and 
this was added to £276 which was brought forward from 2019.  Grants were paid to St Hugh’s 
Banbury and St Mary’s Banbury to enable both churches to provide facilities to record/live 
stream services.  A grant was also paid to the Chaplaincy for Banbury Ecumenical Project.  
There is still a balance of £1,776 available for benefices to apply for grants for small mission 
projects. 
 

Electoral Roll: Liz Smith 
There has been a slight reduction in the number on the Electoral Roll; the figure now stands at 
121. 
 
Fairholme House: Liz Smith 



We have long had a close relationship with Fairholme House, the residential care home 
situated in Church Street. However, the Covid restrictions over the last 12 months have meant 
we have been unable to offer our usual level of support. We have not been able to visit any of 
the residents or hold our regular services within the home. 
 
I have endeavoured to keep in touch by regularly chatting, outside, with various staff members 
and it is very pleasing to report that they've had no cases of Covid within the home.  
 
Once restrictions allow, we would hope to re-establish a higher level of support and resume a 
regular pattern of services.  
 
Fundraising and Charity Giving Report: Liz Smith 
As a church we rely on income generated by fundraising activities to help cover our annual 
running costs – direct giving and donations alone, although substantial, are insufficient to 
balance the accounts. 
 
Over the last year, Covid restrictions have prevented us from holding most of our usual 
fundraising activities so we have had to be creative in adapting ideas. This has been very 
successful and as a result the income generated has more-or-less matched what we would 
achieve in normal circumstances. Particular thanks must go to Ann Sansom, Paul Sansom, Liz 
and Lionel Smith and, of course, to our congregations and supporters for their generosity. 
 
In the spring Paul Sansom raised a remarkable £1,884 with his 1,000 mile sponsored cycle 
challenge, all done without leaving the confines of the house and garden and during a 
particularly hot spell of weather! An auction, held over several weeks on Facebook, attracted a 
lot of bidders and raised £910. A Harvest Raffle, done without the need for printed tickets of 
any sort, raised £800 (£200 of which went to charity) and an Easter Raffle, run on the same 
lines, raised £940 from ticket sales and a donation brought the total to £1,000 (£250 of which 
went to charity). Karen Hin kindly raised over £500 from the sale of hand-made face coverings 
and the on-line sale of various George Walker paintings and prints raised a further £385. The 
profit from the sales of a very attractive 2021 Bodicote Calendar raised over £585. 
 
A number of on-going activities also contributed to our overall income, including the 100 Club, 
the collection of old and foreign coins, the recycling of ink cartridges and the sale of pens, 
torches and cards. 
 
As Covid restrictions are gradually eased we would hope that more “in-person” activities can 
be re-introduced. However, the need to be creative has given us valuable insights into the 
potential of other ways to organise fundraising activities, and these should not be lost. 
 
Charity Giving 
We have managed to achieve a commendable level of charity giving during the year, 
supporting various charities, local, national and international. 
 
The introduction of a Charity Christmas Tree Event in the church on the Saturday before 
Christmas was very successful, resulting in over £520 for Crisis and over £400 for The 
Children's Society. The Children's Society home collection boxes have raised an additional 
£850, and our thanks go to Lin Harvey who has, for the last 13 years, co-ordinated the 
collection and distribution of these boxes.  
 
Among other charities, we have also supported WaterAid, the Barnardo's Sycamore Centre 
(Banbury), The Royal British Legion and Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. 
 
The detailed results of our charitable giving can be found on the noticeboard in the church and 
results of all our fundraising activites are kept up-to-date on our website. 
 
Magazine: Ann Sansom 



As you will be aware, the start of the first lockdown brought a halt to the production and 
distribution of our parish magazine. Many of the events advertised in the magazine, which we 
had just delivered, had to be cancelled and future editions looked doubtful. 
In September, as restrictions were still eased, we decided to publish one edition to promote all 
that we had been managing to achieve, despite the difficulties everyone was facing and our 
plans for Christmas, restrictions allowing. Fortunately, we just managed to get this printed and 
delivered before the second lockdown happened! 
More recently, we have taken the opportunity to introduce ourselves to some of the many new 
residents in our parish, particularly on the new Cotefield Estate. Unable to do this in person, 
we put together a welcome pack with an A5 leaflet detailing current services and other useful 
information and contact details, together with a pack of our notelets. Sarah delivered these to 
all the newly occupied homes which would have missed out on the magazine. 
 
MOTHER’S UNION (BODICOTE BRANCH) 2021 – Claire Roberts 
The year started well with our first meeting of the year on January 15th which was our AGM. 
The present Committee members – Lynne Philpot, Tricia Campbell, Gill Whitrow and Claire 
Roberts were happy to stand again and were re-elected. Thanks were given to Chris Danks 
for faithfully ensuring that members receive their birthday cards and to Gill Whitrow for 
coordinating the delivery of the anniversary of Baptism Cards. This year there were only two 
Baptisms before Lockdown and each were attended by a member of the Mothers’ Union.  
 
We were able to hold a meeting in February when Paula Smith, the curate at Deddington gave 
an inspiring talk on her curacy journey.  On March on the 4th we held a World Day of Prayer 
Service in church with members asking part in the service; March 14th the Deanery Quiet 
Afternoon was hosted at Bodicote Church, which was prepared and organised by Sarah. On 
23rd March the country was put into Lockdown which prevented any further meetings or 
services. The subsequent restrictions prevented other events from taking place including the 
Mothering Sunday service at the end of March, Wave of Prayer in April, the Thy Kingdom 
Come MU Service in Coventry Cathedral in May, the Deanery Festival in June, the outing in 
June, our annual MU Celebration Service in Church in August, our Harvest Supper in 
September, the MU Autumn Gathering in Belfast in September and the Diocesan AGM and 
Autumn meeting at Benson in October (although this was held via Zoom). We were unable to 
provide refreshments at Bodfest, Bishop Loveday Sports Day and Winter Fayre as these 
events were also cancelled.  Unfortunately for the Branch, these events have always provided 
us with a main source of income. 
But despite the Lockdown   members have rallied round and donated many items for the 
Children’s Hospital in July/August and collected enough Christmas Cards to enable every 
prisoner in Bullingdon prison to be given one at Christmas. 
 
However, we had to turn to modern technology and held our October meeting via Zoom when 
Susan Cuthbert, the Anglican Chaplain at Bullingdon Prison, spoke to us about her work.  The 
November meeting would have been on the annual theme 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-based Violence but we used the readings and prayers at the Pause for Prayer slot 
that month which was also held via Zoom. As the Christingle Service could not take place this 
year Sarah contacted the Head Teachers of The Grange and Bishop Loveday Schools 
offering to provide everything that would be needed for individual pupils and siblings to make 
their own Christingle – ‘a Christingle in a Bag’. The response to this the offer by both schools 
was excellent and over 340 oranges with all the components necessary to make a Christingle 
were provided in time for the first national Christingle Service on YouTube on the 13th 
December 2020. But Branch members did miss the fun of the annual assembling of 
Christingles at Tricia’s house! 

 
We have been mindful that not all our members are able to access technology and have 
missed out on the things that have been done via Zoom but the Committee has tried to ensure 
that everyone knows what is going on through e-mail and/or phone calls. 
 



Sadly we lost three loved and valued members this year - Joyce Crawford died in February, 
Joyce Johnson and Elisabeth Rowland both died in September. They had been long serving 
members of the Mothers’ Union and will be greatly missed in our Branch. 
 
Social Media: Ann Sansom 
Facebook:  
We recognise that use of social media is not for everyone, but we have found it an invaluable 
tool for some of our recent fundraising (notably the auction), as a noticeboard and to share 
something of the Christian message.  
We have two administrators for our page, Liz Smith and myself, in accordance with the 
Church of England safeguarding guidelines. We share the daily prayer from the Church of 
England, an evening prayer and a selection of thoughts, hymns, paintings, photographs and 
appropriate links, to interest and engage our followers, of which we have 106 at the time of 
writing. 
Many of these followers are not members of our congregation, which shows us reaching out to 
our wider community. The statistics we have access to show an increase in both reach and 
engagement with our posts over the last few months. We have gone from a reach of 667 and 
651 engagements* in the 28 days to 31st December to a reach of 1,569 and 762 engagements 
for the 28 days to 19th February. Some individual posts have achieved a possible reach of well 
over 200. 
*engagement is when someone likes, comments on, or shares a post, clicks on it to read 
more, or follows a link  
Please do consider joining us: 
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch 
 
Website:  
Again, in line with the guidelines, we have two administrators for our website. 
I wish to express my thanks to Liz Smith for all the work she has done, improving and 
modernising our website. While she has had more free time than normal, she has completely 
re-vamped it, having taught herself how to do so from scratch! It is now easier to navigate and 
has a wealth of useful information for both our regular congregation and those exploring the 
church for the first time. Between us, we are endeavouring to ensure it is relevant and 
updated regularly. We would invite you to have a look, if you haven’t already done so. 
www.bodicotechurch.org 
Any suggestions for improvement and additional ideas for both our page and website would 
be much appreciated. 
 
Trust Funds: Derek Sansom 
Bodicote Bounty Fund:  

In 2020 payments were made to Let’s Play £300, Banburyshire Citizen Project £400, one 

student in Banbury £130, Wykham Park Academy nursery  £400 and for Play Support £500 

(Jane Ridley) 

Total payments were £1730 and income over the year was £1863.62 leaving a new balance of 

£2091.62 in the current account after a transfer from the Reserve account 

  

More requests for hardship support had been expected but did not materialise 

 
Nelson Pittam Fund: 

In 2020 payments were made to Let’s Play £300 within the parish, Banburyshire Citizen 

Project £400 for use within the parish, to three local students each of  £130, total £390 and 

for Play Support £400  which was a request from Jane Ridley  

Total payments were £1490 and income over the year was £989.45 leaving a new balance of 

£747.43 

 
 
Vicar’s Report: Sarah Sharp 

https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch
http://www.bodicotechurch.org/


Public worship was suspended on 17th March before Mothering Sunday and we were obliged 
to lock the church from the 23rd March and no one was allowed to worship in there for several 
months. We were able to open for private prayer on 15th June which we did leaving the church 
unlocked every day from 9-6pm with all the necessary precautions for Covid in place. A book 
exchange and jigsaw exchange were begun which have proved very popular. 
Public worship began again on 2nd  August with a 9.45am service followed a few months later 
by an 8am service from October 4th. The Wednesday service recommenced from 2nd August 
and was converted from a communion service to a service of the word for those who might 
find receiving communion difficult at this time  
We were able to hold a Sunday evening service of music and readings for Harvest which was 
well attended at the end of September. The All Souls service could not happen as the number 
of funerals taken during the year meant that we could not safely invite families to attend. An 
outdoor, carefully controlled Act of Remembrance happened on Remembrance Sunday by the 
war memorial. We were obliged to suspend public worship again on 5th  November although 
the church remained open. Morning prayer at 8.30am on Mondays and evening prayer at 4pm 
on Fridays was offered on Zoom and attended by up to 12 people. Public worship resumed on 
2nd December. It was impossible to hold the usual Christingle, crib and carol services. 
Christingle kits were provided for all children at the Grange and for those who requested it at 
Bishop Loveday. Three services of readings and music for Christmas were held in the days 
leading up to Christmas along with a midnight communion service and two communion 
services on Christmas morning. These were very poorly attended because of the increasing 
rate of Covid cases in the area. Although the nation went into lockdown at the beginning of 
January churches were not obliged to shut and public worship was not suspended. The 
Sunday morning services continued in person and the Wednesday service went onto Zoom 
from the middle of January when no one attended in person. This resulted in up to 10 people 
taking part.  
There were two baptisms at the beginning of 2020 before the first lockdown. All weddings 
were postponed by the couples. There were nearly three dozen funeral services in 2020 most 
of which had to take place at the crematorium. Services in church resumed at the end of the 
year. Ashes were interred in the churchyard when possible.  
From the start of lockdown the newsletter was delivered to each parishioner living within or 
just beyond the parish boundaries. These included short reflections and prayers as well as 
information. Palm crosses, Easter bookmarks and reflection booklets for Thy Kingdom Come, 
Advent, Christmas and Lent were all distributed to everyone on the electoral roll. A phone tree 
kept people in touch with one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


