
    The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

SUNDAY 21st February – Lent 1 
Jesus proclaimed the good news of God. This is what 
the Live Lent booklet invites us to do. 
 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a story. It is a story about 
God that can be told and recited, studied and analysed, 
debated and discussed. Robert McKee, a lecturer in 
storytelling says this is about stories: ‘Our appetite for 
story is a reflection of the profound human need to 
grasp the pattern of living, not merely as an intellectual 
exercise, but within a very personal, emotional 
experience.’ We show this hunger through the stories 
that we tell of our lives. When we meet someone for 
the first time, we tend to get to know them through 
recounting experiences we have had rather than 
presenting a list of facts.  
The gospel of Jesus Christ is a story, but it is quite 
unlike any other story we will ever encounter. In fact it 
is not something that we simply hear and understand 
but a reality in which we live and find our sense of 
belonging. His story is the living story that makes sense 
of all the other stories in our lives. On the first Easter 
Sunday morning the women thought that Jesus’ story 
had come to an end. Peering into the empty tomb 
these women began to grasp that something in the 
fundamental structure of the world had changed. They 
glimpsed a new world where resurrection is possible 
and where death is defeated.  
The gospel is the good news of the risen Jesus. It is 
the narrative upon which the Christian faith is built. The 
good news of the risen Jesus is the story we are called 
to pass on to others. We must be reminded once again 
of why the good news is really good news for those 
around us. We need to learn not only to say what 
Jesus did but to communicate in the way that Jesus 
did. As witnesses, one of our roles is to connect this 
story with the stories of those that we meet. Our job is 
not to change the story to try and make it fit better with 
contemporary values. Our role is to help people to see 
its relevance and significance to them. We do this in a 
number of ways, through speaking of our own story 
and talking of the difference that Jesus makes here and 
now. We do it through connecting the gospel with the 
stories that shape our cultural landscape, which so 
often point to the gospel but which we can often fail to 
see. We do it through listening to others and finding 
points of connection. We do it through prayer and 
through living out the story in our character and 
actions. 

Live Lent: God’s Story, Our Story. There is going to 
be an informal discussion group on Zoom for 30 minutes 
at 7pm every Thursday night beginning next week 25th 
February. Please ask Sarah for the link 
 

Services in Church: This Sunday there will be an 8am 
Holy communion and 9.45am Parish Communion  
 

As the pandemic continues please do consider your 
own risks before attending church. Stay Safe and 
please ask if I can help. 
 

On Zoom Morning Worship on Wednesday at 9.30am. 
Monday Morning Prayer at 8.30am and Friday Evening 
Prayer at 4pm. Please ask for links 
 

Pause for Prayer 12 noon on Friday 26th February will 
be via Zoom. All welcome - please ask Sarah or Liz for 
the link. This month's theme: Lent. 
 

Church at Home continues on line at 
www.oxford.anglican.org or you can dial in to the service 
by telephone 01865 920930.  
 

This week we prayer for those who live and work on 
Kedleston Rise and Woodhall Drive 
 

Grand Easter Raffle with 3 wonderful prizes including 
luxury Easter eggs. Numbers, at £1 each, are now on 
sale. Take advantage of the special offer - buy 5 
numbers and receive a free entry for a separate draw to 
win 2 bottles of wine, buy 10 and receive 3 free entries 
to the separate draw. Contact Paul, Lionel or Sarah. 
Raffle to be drawn on Palm Sunday (28th March) 
 

Come and See is an invitation from Bishop Steven to 
everyone, for everyone. Register at  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/ 
 

You are invited to join a Banbury BIG CHURCH READ 
2021 Lent Study on Zoom using the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's recommended Lent Book "Living His 
Story" by Hannah Steele.  Details of the book and study 
are available on the BCR Website here  
 

Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food through 
the collection boxes at the vicarage and in church. 
Those requiring the services of the foodbank should 
contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-
Fri or email advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
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