
  The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

SUNDAY 31st January – Candlemas 
This rich and beautiful Gospel story helps us to 
understand the depths and riches of faith; of honouring 
God, recognising the need for tradition, membership of 
a community and Jesus’ place within all of them. Jesus 
was a Jew, of Jewish parents, with Joseph’s heritage 
recorded as far back as King David. He was part of a 
religion based within a community of worshippers and 
part of a tradition which had rules for membership.   
Jesus’ parents were young and inexperienced but they 
knew their responsibilities. Whatever Jesus was to 
become, according to the message of the angel at his 
conception, he had to grow up knowing his roots, 
having a home in a tradition: a point of departure from 
which eventually to begin his ministry. His reception 
into the Temple, the purification of his parents with its 
accompanying rituals, continued the tradition of 
acceptance, which conferred the appropriate status 
upon the child as a member of his community. He 
would be included in the teaching available to male 
children, have a future in a known environment, a 
spiritual life, and the ministrations of the range of 
participants who made up close-knit society in first-
century Palestine. In addition, he would have access to 
a common language with which to articulate his 
understanding of, and relationship with, God. This 
Gospel demonstrates that belonging to a spiritual 
community provides access to a wide range of people, 
of all ages.  
It is no accident that Simeon and Anna, in their great 
age, declare Jesus’ identity. It is from their deep 
spiritual longing and their experience that they can 
speak, conferring the sense of being part of something 
greater than oneself, past and present, roots which 
securely anchor our sense of self-respect in a safe 
harbour, among trustworthy people. All of this is 
modelled by Jesus’ reception into the Temple. He, of 
course, was so much more than an ordinary child. But 
he was still a child. His future would be very different, 
but it began with acceptance and blessing by holy 
people, within a faith.  
It is common to hear people declaring a belief in God 
but not in religion. This is often based on tired 
memories of, sometimes, outdated practices in stuffy 
surroundings, mostly directed towards an altar, and 
often solely controlled by clergy. Our modern 
understanding of Church – building supportive 
community, with all its benefits, living to mirror Jesus’ 
teaching and example, in life and worship – is very  

different. Perhaps it is easier to dismiss what are 
remembered as discomforts than to recall the benefits. 
So, perhaps we might gently remind ourselves where 
security, acceptance and love reside and invite others to 
Come and See. 
 

As the pandemic continues please do consider your 
own risks before attending church. This has no 
reflection on your faith. Just because we are a 
Christian does not make us immune from Covid-19. 
Stay Safe and please ask if I can help. 
 

Services in Church: This Sunday there will be an 8am 
Holy communion and 9.45am Parish Communion service.  
 
Morning Worship on Wednesday at 9.30am has moved 
to Zoom. We continue Zoom Monday morning (8.30am) 
and Friday evening prayer (4pm). Please ask for links 
 

Church at Home continues on line at oxford.anglican.org 
or you can dial in to the service by telephone  01865 
920930. Dial 0 for the full version of the service, or dial 1 
for a short version of the service. 
 

This week we prayer for those who live and work on 
Weeping Cross, Watercress Close, Walton Close and 
White Horse Close 
 

Follow us on Facebook. We usually post several things 
each day - updates on our activities, prayers, perhaps a 
short "thought for the day" - so there's always something 
of interest. Go to: facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/ 
 

Come and See is an invitation from Bishop Steven to 
everyone, for everyone.  It’s for anyone who feels adrift 
in this pandemic.  If you choose to register on the 
diocesan website you will be sent helpful information 
each week through to the end of March which you can 
discuss with Sarah if you wish.  Here is the link to the 
website: 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/ 
 

Books and Jigsaw puzzle exchange. There are plenty 
of books and jigsaws to be borrowed and exchanged 
over the winter months.  
 

Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food through 
the collection boxes at the vicarage and in church. 
Those requiring the services of the foodbank should 
contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-
Fri or email advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
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