
  The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

SUNDAY 24th January – Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Jesus’ first act at the beginning of his ministry was to 
attend a wedding and change water into wine. This 
miracle of changing water into wine is one of the few non-
healing miracles that Jesus performed and is only 
recorded in St John’s Gospel. But it is given considerable 
prominence by John, who regards it as the first sign of 
glory pointing to the divinity of Jesus. It is given 
considerable prominence by the worldwide Christian 
Church too, for it occurs during each year of our three-
year lectionary. Why is this miracle so important? For 
John, it is the beginning of the gradual revelation of the 
divinity of Jesus. As we move through John’s Gospel we 
discover several “signs of glory” which culminate in the 
ultimate sign, the resurrection of Jesus. But there are 
many more than recorded in the Gospel, so not all 
miracles are regarded as “signs of glory”. What makes 
this miracle so special?  
On this occasion, six stone jars were filled to the brim with 
water, producing something like 180 gallons of wine. That 
in itself must have been a pretty impressive miracle and 
was perhaps an over-the-top response by Jesus. They 
may have run out of wine at a relatively early stage in the 
wedding celebrations, but to be short by 180 gallons 
would indicate a very serious miscalculation indeed. But 
perhaps it is an indication of God’s over-abundant 
response to all his children whenever they ask for 
anything. The wine produced by the miracle was so fine in 
quality that the steward remarked on it, saying 
wonderingly, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.” The best wine 
came towards the end of the wedding, when the guests 
may have been too drunk to notice the quality. But that 
was clearly irrelevant to Jesus who always gives top 
quality, no matter how late the request for help comes and 
no matter whether or not his gifts are appreciated.  
All we need is an open heart and the intention to receive 
the gift as it is meant, full of overwhelming love, support 
and care. And we need to remember that Jesus keeps the 
best until last. Whatever the world may think, those who 
are in the latter years of their life are by no means on the 
scrapheap, for in Christian terms they are reaching the 
most mature point in their lives.  
As we journey through life growing towards God and thus 
growing in maturity, perhaps God’s plan is for our lives 
fully to blossom and flower in our later years so that 
people may see for themselves the huge difference that 
Christianity makes. We can all allow the Christian gifts 
which we have received through the ages to be seen in all 
their glory. St Paul described the “fruit of the Spirit” as 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-
23). Those who reach old age with these characteristics 
shining from them have truly followed our Lord and kept 
the best wine until last. 
 

As the pandemic continues please do consider your 
own risks before attending church. This has no 
reflection on your faith. Just because we are a 
Christian does not make us immune from Covid-19. 
Stay Safe and please ask if I can help. 
 

Services in Church: This Sunday there will be an 8am 
Holy communion and 9.45am Parish Communion service.  
 
Morning Worship on Wednesday at 9.30am will move to 
Zoom. We continue Zoom Monday morning and Friday 
evening prayer. Please ask for links 
 

Church at Home continues on line at oxford.anglican.org 
or you can dial in to the service by telephone  01865 
920930. Dial 0 for the full version of the service, or dial 1 
for a short version of the service. 
 

This week we prayer for those who live and work on 
Red House Road and Rookery Close 
 

Thank you to those who have promised a prize for the 
Grand Easter Raffle. There are just a few more items 
we'd like – if you could consider donating one, please 
contact Liz and Lionel (269063) 
 

Pause for Prayer at 12 noon on Friday 29th will be via 
Zoom. Please contact Sarah or Liz for the link. Theme: 
Greater unity amongst Christians and increased 
understanding between different faiths. 
 

Diaries: the 2021 diaries have just been delivered! If 
you would like a free one delivered let me know. 
 

Books and Jigsaw puzzle exchange. There are plenty 
of books and jigsaws to be borrowed and exchanged 
over the winter months.  
 

Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food through 
the collection boxes at the vicarage and in church. 
Those requiring the services of the foodbank should 
contact Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-
Fri or email advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
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