
  The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

SUNDAY 17th January – Second Sunday of Epiphany 
Samuel is a key figure in the Old Testament story. A 
prophet and politician, he selects, on God’s behalf, 
Israel’s first two kings, and so sets the stage for 
everything that follows. Today we meet him as a boy. 
His life already dedicated to God, he lives in the shrine 
at Shiloh, apprenticed to the priest Eli. As a voice 
wakes him in the night, he has a taste of the magnitude 
of the task ahead of him. The message he receives 
from God is not one of love or encouragement. It is a 
message of judgement on Eli and his sons, a message 
that Samuel has to convey. He will spend the rest of his 
life listening to the voice of God and conveying 
unwelcome truths to people in power. Even after his 
death, Samuel will be called to speak unpalatable truth. 
This time the calling voice will be that of King Saul, 
Israel’s first, inadequate king, and Samuel will speak to 
him, as ever, of defeat and death. Like Samuel, Jesus’ 
first disciples answer the call, not knowing what difficult 
and dangerous tasks may lie ahead. Like Samuel they 
recognise the divine voice that speaks the ultimate 
truth and know that it is worth following into the 
unknown.  
 

Give us wisdom, Lord, to hear you when you call and 
courage to respond; that we may give ourselves to the 
service of your truth whatever the cost, always trusting 
in your power to save. Amen. 

 
As the pandemic continues please do consider 
your own risks before attending church. This has 
no reflection on your faith. Just because we are a 
Christian does not make us immune from Covid-19. 
Stay Safe and please ask if I can help. 
 

Services in Church: This Sunday there will be an 8am 
Holy communion and 9.45am Parish Communion 
service. Morning Worship on Wednesday at 9.30am.  
 

We continue Zoom Monday morning and Friday 
evening prayer. Please ask for links 
 

There is a funeral in church on Saturday 23rd Jan at 
1pm. The family are paying for the church to be 
sanitized afterwards.  
 

Church at Home continues on line at 
oxford.anglican.org or you can dial in to the service by 
telephone  01865 920930. Dial 0 for the full version of 
the service, or dial 1 for a short version of the service. 

This week we prayer for those who live and work on 
Molyneux Drive and Keyser Road 
 

Bible Reading Notes 
During this time of lockdown you may feel that you 
would benefit spiritually from a pattern of daily Bible 
readings with reflections and prayers.  If you would like 
to consider this please contact Lynne Philpot on 256982 
who can give you full details. 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally 
observed from the 18th to the 25th January.  
This year’s theme is; “Abide in my love and you shall 
bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and explores 
the virtues of prayer, reconciliation and unity in the 
Church and the human family. It can be downloaded on 
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WPCU-
2021-English-pamphlet-
Final.pdf.pagespeed.ce.SnR5lgw9dp.pdf If you would 
like me to deliver you a hard copy please let me know. 
 

Diaries: the 2021 diaries have just been delivered! If 
you would like a free one delivered let me know. 
 

In a few weeks we will be launching our Grand Easter 
Raffle. We have a list of items we'd like for the prizes – 
if you would like to contribute one of them please 
contact Liz and Lionel on 269063. 
 

If you would usually make a donation to the church at 
this time of year, but have been unable to do so, we are 
pleased to announce that the Parish Giving Scheme is 
now set up for you to be able to register online to 
arrange a monthly, quarterly or annual payment. Contact 
the parish office or go to: 
 https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-
parish/bodicote-st-john-banbury/  
 
Books and Jigsaw puzzle exchange. There are plenty 
of books and jigsaws to be borrowed and exchanged 
over the winter months.  
 

Foodbanks. We are continuing to accept food through 
the collection boxes at the vicarage and in church if you 
can’t use the boxes at the supermarket. It is anticipated 
that demand will continue to increase. Those requiring 
the services of the foodbank should contact Citizen’s 
Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-Fri or email 
advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
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