
   The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Bodicote 

Serving the communities of Bodicote, Cherwell Heights and Longford Park 

 

Our Parish Prayer 
Ever living God, give us the courage to be your church in the community and for the community, 

and teach us new ways to share your love with all those around us. Amen 

 

SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER Third Sunday of Advent  
John says what God gives him to say, under all 
circumstances, and without softening his message to 
suit important ears. He is not afraid to reprove King 
Herod for his immoral lifestyle, for example. The 
religious leaders of his day are clearly impressed 
enough by John to wonder if he can be the Messiah for 
whom they are all waiting. He has all the right 
credentials. He comes from a priestly family, and his 
birth is surrounded by miracle and prophecy. What’s 
more, his message of judgement and his call to 
repentance are exactly what the religious authorities 
would expect the Messiah to say. All the prophets of old 
echoed John’s warning to the people to repent or face 
God’s judgement. Taken in conjunction with John’s 
fearlessness in the face of authority, which would 
surely make him willing, if necessary, to take on the 
hated Roman usurpers of the nation’s independence, it 
is entirely understandable that they come to ask John, 
point-blank, “Who are you?” John is emphatic in his 
denials. “I am not the Messiah.” As far as the Gospels 
are concerned, when John has baptised Jesus and 
recognised him and witnessed to him, his work is done. 
When John is later imprisoned and then executed by 
Herod that is a sad event but not a tragic one for the 
Gospel writers, because John has already fulfilled his 
life’s purpose. Humanly speaking, it is hard to see what 
satisfaction John could have got from his mission. But 
all the years of prayer and attention to God that allowed 
John to stand up and say with utter clarity, “I am not the 
Messiah,” may perhaps have given him enough insight 
to know his own value in God’s eyes. John was doing 
the thing for which he was born; he saw what all the 
prophets longed to see – God’s Messiah coming to 
bring justice and peace to the whole world. So perhaps 
his altruism had its rewards, after all. John was born to 
stand on the cusp between the old world and the new 
creation in Christ. He was born to point forward to what 
all the rest of us can now receive. Thanks, in part, to 
his faithful witness, we do not have to wonder if Jesus 
is God’s fulfilment or not. We know. But now we have 
to take up John’s mantle and bear witness to Jesus. 
John did it alone, and when no one else recognised 
Jesus, but he did what we are all born to do. He saw 
who Jesus was and he told the world. Now it’s our turn. 
 

This week we prayer for those who live and work on 
Church Street and Town Furlong 

Services in Church: This Sunday there will be an 8am 
BCP communion service and a 9.45am Parish 
Communion service. On Wednesday there will be a 
9.30am Morning Worship. Please do arrive in time to 
be seated safely. Morning prayer at 8.30am on Monday 
and evening prayer at 4pm on Friday will continue to 
meet on Zoom. Please ask Sarah for log in details. The 
weekly sheet will continue to be delivered every week. 
Please do ask if you need anything.   
 

Church at Home continues on line at 
oxford.anglican.org or you can dial in to the service by 
telephone  01865 920930 and, once connected, dial 0 
for the full version of the service, or dial 1 a short 
version of the service.  
 

Charity Christmas Tree Event Saturday 19th 
December 9am-5pm in church. Throughout the day 
carols will be playing interspersed with short prayers 
and a recorded reading of the Christmas story from the 
bible. Add a decoration to our Charity Christmas Tree 
and make a donation to our chosen charities: The 
Children’s Society and Crisis at Christmas. Face masks 
are required. 
 

Christmas by Candlelight: This service will be held 
three times, please only come once to allow as many 
people to attend who may wish. Seating is on a first 
come, first serve basis on the day. 
Saturday 19th December at 6pm 
Sunday 20th December at 6pm 
Thursday 24th December at 6pm 
 

Stations of the Nativity The church is open between 
9am and 4pm every day and you may wish to use the 
Stations of the Nativity prayer booklet and pictures 
around the church to reflect upon the Christmas story. 
 

Foodbanks. If you can, please put your donations in the 
boxes provided at the supermarket. But you can still use 
the boxes in church or outside the vicarage. Those 
requiring the services of the foodbank should contact 
Citizen’s Advice on 0300 330 9037; 10-4 Mon-Fri or 
email advice@citizensadvicenosn.org,uk   
 

We're posting a wide variety of interesting things on our 
Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/BodicoteParishChurch/ 
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