Dear Friends
The PCC met this week to explore the possibility of returning to public worship in
church.
We recognise that this will not be right for everyone and many people will still be
unable or feel unready to attend church in person. This is absolutely fine. I will
continue to deliver newsletters to everyone as I have been doing, but on Saturdays,
so that if you do choose to attend church on Sunday you will need to bring your
newssheet with you.
We are advised that services should be shorter than usual, contain no singing and
be socially distanced. People will not be encourage to loiter and unfortunately there
will be no coffee after the service. Hand sanitiser will always be available. We do not
anticipate opening Church House
Primarily we need to ensure everyone is as safe as they can be. So we are starting
cautiously. Pews on each side of the church will be designated either public or
private worship pews in a zig zag pattern to ensure social distancing and allow for
the public worship pews to have a 72 hour period before they are used again. Each
pew will be occupied by members from the same household or bubble so numbers in
church will need to be smaller than the usual 9.45am service. A register of attendees
will be collected and held for three weeks to support track and trace.
We anticipate stewards/marshals being trained to help people maintain a social
distance and find a pew. To ensure minimum movement around the church one of
these marshals will also read the lesson and lead intercessions. Any collection will
be put on a plate by the door. Service books will be isolated for a week before reuse.
We will begin public worship in August holding two services a week; a 9.45am Parish
Communion service on a Sunday and a Service of the Word at 9.30am on a
Wednesday. We will review this at the beginning of September when the PCC meet
again.
The taking of communion will not be obligatory and will only be the bread. The priest
will sanitize their hands before touching the wafers and wear a face mask to
administer communion to everyone in their pew. Only the priest will eat the priest’s
wafer and consumes the wine.
In addition, from this week, Sarah will be saying morning prayer in church at 8.30am
on Monday, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and evening prayer at 5.45pm on
these days except on a Friday when it will be 4pm. The church will remain open for
private prayer from 9am-6pm every day except when there is a service.
Please do get in touch with the any of the PCC if you have any concerns.
Finally we are legally obliged to hold our Annual Parochial Church Meeting before
the end of October. So we are holding it on 14th October at 6pm. Please do consider
whether you would like to join the PCC.

