
Dear Friends 
 
On Thursday, the Church celebrates the festival of Ascension when Jesus is taken back up 
into heaven. After this there was a period of ten days during which the disciples were 
instructed to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit which we celebrate at Pentecost. Today’s 
bible readings tell us directly about the promises Jesus made to his disciples before the 
ascension; the promise to send the Holy Spirit and to never abandon or forsake anyone who 
keeps his commandments.  
 
Original sin was one of disobedience. Therefore, the whole purpose of Jesus’ ministry was to 
do God’s will. He considered obedience a very real way of loving. Indeed, in our gospel 
reading today Jesus goes so far as to say ‘if you love me, you will keep my commandments’.  
And his commandments have always been very clear; he speaks of forgiving others, of not 
condemning, of having compassion and trying to love others as he has loved us. In order for 
his promises to be fulfilled we have to trust him and obey him. And we do not have to wait. 
His promises are fulfilled. Although the Church celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost every year, it is as an anniversary or the birthday of the Church. 
 
Because here is the conundrum: Jesus promises the Spirit, but it is only that same Spirit that 
can enable us to be open to the truth and to avail of that offer. In other words, God makes 
the offer and he supplies the grace to accept and avail of that offer. Even when Jesus asks 
us to obey him, he knows that, of ourselves, we don’t have what it takes to do that. In other 
words, we don’t earn the Holy Spirit through obeying God’s will. The Holy Spirit is a free gift 
which enables us to obey God’s commandments. All we need is the openness and 
willingness to receive and obey. 
 
Jesus promises to reveal himself to each of those who obey him. His whole purpose was to 
do the will of the Father. And by joining him in that attitude of obedience we are assuming 
the whole ethos and life of the Trinity. It is not easy because original sin makes obedience 
difficult. It involves the cross which is made up of the splinters of every day living. And this 
year our every day living has, for most of us, been severely curtailed or reduced by the need 
to be obedient to the government initiative to stay at home out of love and concern for our 
neighbours. We may feel that we are waiting for the promise that this too will pass, and we 
can return to ‘normal’. 
 
But it is becoming increasingly clear that ‘normal’ may not look like it once did. As a Church 
we have time to reflect on what it actually means to be Church. We have always known that 
the building isn’t the Church but now we cannot meet as a congregation to worship how do 
we identify ourselves? We cannot use any of the religious ‘props’ that have helped us in our 
faith. We cannot partake of communion or even go inside the building to prayer and there is 
some strong concern that in locking it, many outside the Church may feel that we have 
nothing to offer, that we have indeed shut up shop and gone home. Or maybe we have freed 
ourselves from the burden of looking after these ancient buildings which, whilst steeped in 
beauty and prayer, have become obsolete. Those who were already unable to get to church 
are now on a level playing field with the rest of us. We are told that more people are 
engaging with online services than ever came to services in the flesh. On the other hand, 
those people who do not use computers are becoming the new dis-enfranchised.  
 
I confess I am not comfortable with technology. I can do no better than what is already 
provided by the diocese and the BBC on Sundays and can see no value in adding to that 
except that it would be from ‘your’ church. Some of my colleagues have done prayer groups 
and midweek services where people have been present on screen too. This has the 
advantage that people can see one another. But in anything but the smallest of groups it 
becomes hard to speak and get involved without someone taking control of the mute button! 
So unless there is a real clambering for such an encounter I hope to remain in touch with 



you all through the newssheet and the phone. Please do feel free to ring me up for a 
conversation and if you can check the website. 
 
Of course our closed building has been a cause of great sadness and regret. The 
Archbishops have just announced that a designated person and their household can now 
enter the building for worship and may ring the bell if it does not require climbing any steps. 
So I rang the bell for VE Day and I shall ring it for clap for carers every Thursday evening as 
a symbol that the Church is still active.  
 
And we are so busy I have run out of room on the newssheet, hence this letter. We are 
indeed incredibly active – especially Paul who is cycling 1 000 miles in May on his exercise 
bike to raise money for the church. He is over half way there and we are incredibly grateful 
for all the support. Please do see the newsletter for ways in which to sponsor him. This is 
going way beyond the role of treasurer and I am incredibly grateful to all the hard work he is 
putting onto that role too, especially when it involves long queues for the bank. However the 
queues are only necessary because you have been marvellous in continuing your giving. 
Some of you have joined the Parish Giving Scheme or set up a direct debit with the bank 
and Paul (258122) or Lionel (269063) can help you with this if you would like. But it is really 
wonderful to receive your envelopes through the door during the week too. Because of 
course we will not be able to meet our financial obligations this year as a parish, deanery or 
diocese. The Church of England is property rich, not cash rich and most churches rely on 
fundraisers which just won’t happen this year. And of course we are not alone. All charities 
are suffering because of the pandemic. That is why I am hoping you will continue to support 
Christian Aid Week, I am sorry that last week’s link didn’t appear to work. I hope this week’s 
is better. We are trying to keep tabs on how much are church is raising in comparison to 
usual but if you have given directly through their page fantastic.  
 
We had thank you letters from the three charities we supported with our Lent lunches, one of 
which was Katharine House. We were due to host the second mile of the midnight walk 
again this June. It has been postponed until September at present. Of course we will not be 
having any of our planned fundraisers including the quiz and church school fete. And Church 
House is also closed. But we have had the drains fixed under the kitchen window so 
hopefully there will be no more puddles under. Karen Hin is making the most delightful non-
medical face masks and giving the profits to the church. Details of how to order them are on 
the newssheet. If anyone else can think of a fund raiser which can be done in lock down – 
especially one for a middle aged, over-weight vicar, just let me know!  
 
And it isn’t just financial challenges that the Church faces. How do we continue to be faithful 
disciples, obedient and trusting in God’s promises? How do we take what we learn in 
lockdown into a positive future when our opportunities to meet and worship together look as 
if they are going to be severely restricted for some time to come? Maybe this is the 
sabbatical some of us need to reflect upon the will of God for his Church not ours. Several 
years ago now the archbishops designated the ten day period between Ascension Day and 
Pentecost as Thy Kingdom Come Season. This year we have the time to keep it. It is an 
ecumenical initiative and there is lots of information on line. There are children’s activities 
and a downloadable prayer journal called The Fathers Love. I can provide you with a printed 
copy if you need one, please just ask. And finally it is the custom on Ascension Day for the 
Church to celebrate with cheese and wine – so please feel free to ensure I am not drinking 
alone!  
 
I am missing you all very much. Please know you are not alone.  
 
Stay Safe 
 
 


